
Help us continue our founder’s dream

Our founder Frederick John Rose 
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The support of our generous donors 
has helped deaf and hard of hearing 
young people realise their dreams for 
over 150 years.

Our Youth Grants are funded by kind donations from 
people like you. They provide a unique platform to 
showcase talent across Australia that is awaiting an 
opportunity to shine. 17-year-old Saskia Newman 
received a Deaf Children Australia Youth Grant that 
allowed her to compete in the Australian All Schools 
Championships held by Athletics Australia in Perth last December.

“I thoroughly enjoyed my time in Perth, winning silver for the Girls U18 Para Long Jump and 
Shot Put and coming fourth in the 200m sprint,” says Saskia. “The competition not only 
gave me the opportunity to improve my personal best in those events but allowed me to 
meet athletes from both the able-bodied and disabled communities.”

The Perth championships were particularly special to Saskia as she met people just like her 
who were following their dreams. She befriended a young athlete who had two cochlear 
implants and was competing in events similar to her own. 

“Usually, I’m the only athlete with a hearing loss,” says Saskia. “At school, I’m the only 
student with a cochlear implant and hearing aid.”

Now in its 20th year, Deaf Children Australia’s Youth 
Grants has nurtured many gifted young people, each 
with a strong commitment to lead by example, and 
inspire other deaf and hard of hearing youth to dream 
big. They highlight how their chosen projects or 
activities lead to personal development and benefit 
the deaf and hard of hearing community or wider 
community.

Approximately 95 percent of deaf and hard of hearing 
children are born into hearing families and often, they 
are the only deaf child in their family, school and local 
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You can donate by phone on 03 9539 5356 OR via our website at deafchildrenaustralia.org.au

Our landmark Bluestone building on St Kilda Road, Melbourne,  
has been the home of Deaf Children Australia since 1866

community. Connecting with peers who have a similar lived experience is key to building 
identity and confidence.

While our fundraising may have changed in the past 150 years, Deaf Children Australia’s 
mission is still true to our founder Frederick John Rose, fondly known as FJ Rose. 

Profoundly deaf from early childhood, FJ Rose was an outstanding educator and a 
fierce advocate for equality for deaf Victorians.

FJ Rose travelled in a horse-drawn carriage with a few of his deaf students to major 
regional towns across Victoria, holding public fundraising meetings and attracting 
generous donations to help build the northern wing of our landmark Bluestone 
building on St Kilda Road, Melbourne. This has been the home of Deaf Children 
Australia since 1866. 

As Christmas 2020 approaches, we reflect on that 
courageous spirit that drove our founder more than 
150 years ago. His legacy remains alive and well in 
the quality programs and services Deaf Children 
Australia run today, and Saskia Newman is the 
beneficiary of one such program.

We need your support now more than ever. 
Your generosity can be life-changing for children 
and young people who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
Please send your donation today, call 03 9539 5356 
or visit deafchildrenaustralia.org.au thank you.

Noel Henderson
General Manager Marketing & Development 


